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SCHOOL AND CHURCH.MATRIMONIAL PHILOSORHY. else, the farmer might have gnlnsd hit
case by proving false pretenses

Ono of the most bitter law-suit- s that
I ever knew of, and which at last re-

sulted in tho murder of ono of the par-

ties, came about in this way: There
was a wealthy old lady who had two
Bons-in-ln- They were exceedingly

IN WOMAN'S BEHALF.

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS.

Some of the Greater One That Are Con-

ducted ICntirrly by Women.
Probably tho highest compliment

I'dsed on statistics, that could be paid

distanco of " 109,000,000,000,000 miles,
which is five times the distance of
Alpho Centauri --the nearest star
known to astronomers and a million
times the sun's distance from our earth!
It has been estimated that the bril-
liancy of Sirius is 800 timos greater
than that of tho. sun, and if we assumo
that tho intrinsic brightness of its sur-
face- Is tho same its tho sun's, the sur-
face of rthis 'starl must be 800 1 times

' PERSONAL AND LITERARY.

The shnh of Persia bos more than
JS5,000,000 worth of ornaments, gems
and precious stones in one strongroom,
80x14. , There are scabbards iu this
treasury worth Jfl.OCO.OOO each.. tThe
finest turquoin in the world has a caso
all to itself.'- - When leaving homo tho
Bhah locks up his jewelry and "travels

paste.': ..
Piinco'llenry of Prussia, brother

of the German emperor, is about to bo
made a rear-admir- of the. imperial
navy. The position wns offered to tho
prince two years ago, but was declined'

ENGAGED.
The little bond tint linlis your llfo to mine

Seems slight uuJ (rugllo;- - do you thiult 'twill
hold,

And bear the changes of tho coming time,
When lllo Is dark and all Is bloak ana cold

And do you thlnli that, purilleil by palu, '
Wo can lalio up our lives and lovo strain?

Or when, like the Inconstant sides of spring, I
Our lives uro clouded as Lor sunny air, s 'f

And wo linoif pain that summer could uot bring,
Will you not rind It all too hard to Ixuir; '

And when these storms nnd wenry hours havo
tried us, '

Can wo llvo on and let no power dlvldo ua?

Then If this llttlo chain, so frail ami weak
It trembles when our lives arc fair and bright,

Could Unci a voice and oaeb small link could
sieftk,

Would It not say 'twas frighted of tho night
If It must break, and wo mual humby bow,
In pity for my weakness, break It now.

But If you think that It can bear the weight
Of Ocry trials as they como nnd go,

Wo can talto heart and boldly meet the fato
That gives Impartially of Joy and woo; . ; , ,

And bo It summer fair or wintry weather,
We can be bravo, nnd meet nil, lovo, topethor.

Eva MacDonagh, In Harper's Weekly.

I ?

There are 200,000 Baptists in Mis "

sissippi
There are twenty-nin- e kinds of

Methodists.
Tho Salvation Army has 0,000 brass

bands in its ranks.
It wns in 17U2 that tho first Meth- -

odist church wns built in Canada.
The Salvation Army's self-deni- in

week yielded in England $110,000.

Thero aro eleven annual confer
ences In the Methodist church of tan-ad-

The Methodist Episcopal church,
south, has 21 preachers and 1,00 mem-
bers in Oregon.

Tho pope's way, in part, of cele
brating Christinas, 'was to bestow ten
thousand dollars for distribution among
tho poor of Rome. Buffalo Inquirer.

In 18S8 tho orthodox church of Rus
sia made 15,003 proselytes. From the
Lutheran church came 1,000;- - from the
Roman Catholic, 981; from the Jewish,
797: from the Mohammedan, 3,118.

The schools sustained by the various
American missionary societies contain
almost 175,000 pupils, and the 12,000
Protestant mission schools are training
to Christian intelligence an nggregato
of not less than 000,000 children nnd
youth. '

A committee has been appointed to
attend tho Baltimore plenary council
in order to arrange for the holding of
an international Catholic congress in
Chicago, September 6 to 0, 189S, in con-

nection with the World's fair. N. Y.
Independent

Along the west African coast there
are 00 churches, 115,000 pupils. Thirty- -

five dialects or languages have -- been
mastered, into which portions of the
Scriptures and religious books and
tracts have been translated and print-
ed, and some knowledge of the Oospe!
has reached about R.000,000 of benight
ed Africans. Baltimore IlaptisU'

Girton college has a fire brigade
which includes nearly nil the girls in

the institution. This is divided intc
three corps, each having a captain and

all of whom are subject to
a general head captain. Each week
there is a pump and bucket practice,
nud in summerthere are frequent "win
dow practices, when the girls who vol
unteer are lowered out of the first-floo- r

window to the ground by means of n

rope knotted with one loop over the
arms and the other around the hips.

There is a view of tho benefits oi
foreign missions which may appeal
even to worldly men. Gen. Armstrong
says: "America, through the American
board, expended in fifty years a million
and a qunrter dollars to evangelize
Hawaii, and during thnt time has re
ceived about 4,000,000 a year in trade.
England's missions are said to bring
back 10 in trade for every pound given
to convert the heathen. Christianity
means a demand for clothing and uten
sils. The first sign of grace in a peni
tent Bavage is a request for a Blurt.
Christian Union.

MAKING RICE PAPER.

A Proems Thnt SecniH Knsy, but In Really
Difficult.

The rice paper is not made
from rice, as its name implies, but from
the snow-whlt- a pith of a small tree be
lonirine to tho genus Aralia, a penns
represented in tho I'nited States by the
common sarsapanlla and the spikenard.
The tree grows in Formosa, and, so far
as is known, nowhero else. The stems"
are transported to China, and there tho
rice paper is made by native artists for

rni-inlm- - flrnwimr.' m- nven nf vn- -

rious colors nnd made into artificial
flowers. Mr. Hosie. in his "Three Years
in Western China." describes the process
of making the paper:

"I was invited to visit a worker in
pith after nightfall. Although, some
what surprised nt. the hour named, I
accepted the invitation.

'On arriving at the house, 1 was
ushered into a bndlytlighted room,
where ' a man was sitting at a. tablo
with his tools in front of him. These
consisted of a' smooth "stone about a
foot square, and a large knife or hatchet
with a short wooden handle., Ihoblado
was about a foot long, two inches
broad; and nearly half an inch thick nt
the back. It was sharp as a razor.

"Placing a piece of cylindrical pith
on the stone, and ins leit nand on tne
top, he rolled the pith backward and
forward for a moment until he got it
into the required position, Then, seiz
ing tho knife with his right hand, he
held the edge of the Wade, after a
feint or two, close to the pith, which
he kept rolling to the left with
his left hand until nothing remained
to unroll; for the pitlj had, by,tlie ap-
plication of the knife, been pared into
a square white sheet of uniform thick
ness. All that remained to be done was
to square the edges.

"If the reader will roll tip a sheet of
paperlayit on a tables plaao jthfc left
hand on top, and gently unroll it to the
left, he will have a good idea of bow the
feat was accomplished.

,','It seemed so easy that I determined
to have a trial.' Posing as a profes
sional worker, I succeeded ill backing
the pith, and in nearly maiming myself.
- . "A steady hand and a keen, eye are
required for the 'work, and hence it is
that the rice-pap- is manu
factured only at night, when the city is
asleep and the makers are not liable to
be d ist u rbed. : Ir n ggi s ts' , C ire ul ar.

. i y A Water t'oler. .

The artist in aquarelles had made a
Striking picture of an old soak with a
nose that was something to De proud or.

"Well, colonel," he said to a gentle
man from Kentucky who was looking
at the painting., "what do you think of
my water-color- ? , W r . i,

"Is that what you call it? ' inquired
the colonel,. taking a closer view.

"Yes."...
"Well, it's away off in my opinion."
"Why?" inquired the artist, greatly

disappointed. "What's the matter with
it?"

"Matter enough," said the colonel
testily. "There ain't any water in the
world that will put a color like that on
a man's nose and I'll bet you the price
of the picture on it" Detroit Free
Pre

Maria TeUa Her II unbuild Why Tall Wom
en Don't Marry.

"Maria," he said, as he put his feet on
the footrest and ' caressed the meer-
schaum pipe he was ooloring," do you
know that you are a mighty lucky
woman?"

'0, I am, am I?" she returned, eying
him suspiciously. ."I suppose youniean
that I was fortunate In getting you for
a husband." "

"No, Maria," he explained. "I do
not consider mysulf such an extraor
dinary prize In the matrimonial lottery;
but I'm bettor than none. You'll ad-

mit that' ' ;

"Ye-e- s; a little better."
"And you're- between five feet ten

and five feet eleven if you're an inch."
O. I'm too tall. You don't like,

she began. .

I admire tall women," he interrupt
ed hastily. , ""All men admire tall wom-
en, 'but I was just thinking, Maria, that
they seldom marry them. That's the
point, Maria. Just call to mind the old
maids you know. Is there a little wom-
an among them? No, Maria; not one
In a thousand. Now, why Is it? ' Can
you tell me that?" And he puffeuVhis
pipe meditatively.

"I can," she said coldly.
"Perhaps you'll enlighten me," ho

suggested.
"1 will," she returned. "Man admires

a tall woman, but he is such a consum
mate coward that he won t marry one
anywhere near his own size. She must
bo so small thnt he can handle her
easily, Joseph; so small that ho can
bulldoze her; so small that she seem
his property rather than his 'partner,
That's the kind of a creature man is.
Do you understand me, Joseph?"

"I do, he said meeuly.
"But sometimes they are fooled,

Joseph; sometimes one of them gets a
woman who is big enough to assert her
rights."

"Sometimes one does," he admitted,
but sometimes he gets fooled worse

than that, iuaria. nometimes, 1 mil
told, ho gets a four foot six woman,
who has more pepper and mustard and
brimstone in her than a giautess. One
can't tell by the size of the package
just what it contains, Maria; If one
could "

"Well, if one could "
"Without Intending anything per

sonal, Maria nothing personal Bt all
I may say that some men would havo
taken larger packages, and some,
Maria, some would have hustled for
smaller ones."

Then he devoted himself to coloring
his pipe, and she was undecided lust
what she ought to do. Chicago Trib
une.

TWO ANCIENT DOCTORS.

flow They Fought Each Other With In
visible Weapon.

An old chronicler tells the following
quaint story of a couple of physicians
who were attached to the household of
Louis IX. One was called Deroldus,
and was afterward bishop of Amiens;
the other, whose name has not been
preserved, let us designate the Salerni-
tan, because he was a native of Salerno.
jsetween these men oi science arose a
discussion, which was not slow to
degenerate into a quarrel Deroldus
taunting the Salernitan with igno
rance because he was unablo to
explain the Greek names by which
certain branches of medicine are
distinguished. The scientific breist as
we all know, is not inaccessible to the
passions of jealousy and revenge, and
the Salernitan, smarting nnder the
contempt of his adversary, resolved to
inflict upon him mortal punishment.

If in those days of darkness the prac
titioners of the healing art
were but with curative
agents, they were by no menns in want
of those which kill, and one day, when
the Salernitan found himself at the
king's table with Deroldus, he secretly
anointed his finger with some deadly
preparation and contrived to slip it into
tho soup iu which both of them steeped
their pieces of bread. No sooner had
Deroldus tasted of the dish than he was
seized with a qualm, and nt once un
derstood that he had been poisoned.
Thanks, however, to the virtues of the
antidote, which he kept by him, in
three days he was out of danger. Then
came his turn for revenge, which his
superior skill enabled him to render
more offectivc. ' Meeting his rival again
at the royal table, he concealed a pow
der between his little finger nnd fore
finger and sprinkled it cunningly over
his viands. The Salernitan vaiuly ex-

hausted his scant store of medical
knowledge in endeavoring to neutralize
the effects of the poison, and was com-
peled to seek the aid of Deroldus, who,
at the earnest request of the king, con
sented to "doctor" him, but so contrived
that tho malady was driven into one of
the feet of the Salernitan and competed
him to submit to amputation. All the
rear Round.

Warned by a Dream.
I was told of an instance lately which

Is, perhaps, not worthy of mention. On
the occasion of the fatal accident to a
lift in Taris I think at the Grand hotel

a few years ago, a lady who was just
going going up in it started back, say
ing: "Oh, there is that dreadful man
again!" and tried to induce her husband
to come off it too, but he refused, and
was among the killed. The "dreadful
man" to whom Bhe referred she had.
seen in a dream, which the niece of the
friend who told me the story had heard
her relate a day or two before the acci
dent It was of a funeral drawn up at
her door, so pompous as to produce a
great Impression on her, presided over
by a big, dark man in a strange som
brero hat This man she saw, or be
lieved she saw, in the lift and the coin
cidence terrified her from going up in
it Notes and Queries.

HU Three Hand.
Jorkini Good thing Mrs. Broke got

off about her husband, eh?
Callous What was that?
.Torkins Huh! Said he was a three-hande- d

wonder right hand, left hand
and a little behindhand. Drake's Mag- -

asine.

jealous of each other. After her death
of thein produced what be declared

bo her will, giving him and his wife
superior advantages. The signaturo
was declared to bo genuine by her
banker and all the business men in
town familiar with her handwriting.
After a bitter contest in court the son- -

in-la- least favored in the will was
shot and killed by the other. Then in

few years the murderer enmetodie
and confessed that he had written tho
will himself, without her knowledge or
dictation, just abovo her signature,
which ho had found written on the
bottom of paper. There have been
many orders for goods forged in just
the Bame way. Do not get into tho
habit of scratching your name on
pieces of paper and throwing them
around. - When you tign your name to a
letter, write it close up to the preceding
lines so there will be no room for any-
one to forge anything against you

One of the postal regulations pro
vides that when a letter is no delivered

the parties to whom it is addressed,
may be returned without opening to

the sender, if his or her address is writ-
ten in corner of envelope. Not long
ago I heard of a case that ought to be a
warning to letter-writer- A lady was
visiting a friend, and becoming wcaficd
with the stay, she wrote to her hus-

band to send money for her return.
She said tome uncomplimentary things
about tho folks at whose house she was
staying. For some reason the letter
failed to reach her husband, and in due
time the post master forwarded it to
tho printed address In the corner of the
envelope. It was the stationary used
by tho host, who was a lawyer. He
opened the letter, which he had a per-

fect right to do, not thinking, perhaps,
of having given their visitor the paper
and envelope a few weeks before. The
disclosures of course were extremely
mortifying to both parties, and brought
about an estrangement. Now, if you
can not avoid using an envelope with a
printed address on it scratch it out and
write your own in the place of it, or
not just as you may prefer. Then in
case of non delivery, you letter will not
be sent to tho wrong parties.

Never go into a bank and ask if cer
tain people will bo accepted as en
dorsers of a note. This places the offi-

cials under the necessity of exposing
the financial credit of parties, which
they always would prefer not to do,
unless made necessary in the transac-
tion of business. It may bo that you
will get the cashier to pass judgment
on people, and then you will find out
that they could not endorse for you
anyway. The proper thing to do is to
have the note drawn up, signed your-
self and endorsed. Then present it at
the bnnk and the cashier can accept it
or reject it, as ho sees fit

When a woman enters business she
ought to make up her mind not to expect
any favors or ask for any indulgences
just because she is a woman. There is
no earthly use inwriting to a firm beg-

ging to be allowed a reduction in price
or any other favor on the ground that
you are a woman. No attention will be
paid to any such plea. 1 here is no senti-
ment whatever in business. You must
make up your mind to be just as punct-
ual and just as exact as a man in the
conduct of your affairs. If you labor
under the impression that you will be
allowed any indulgences on account of
your sex, the sooner you get rid of such
a mistaken idea the better. R. Tewu-an- t

in Old Homestead.

An Improvement.
A dressmaker who has a record ot. ......women s measures lor the last forty

years, says that women are larger and
correspondingly healthier than they
used to be. Thirty years ago the aver-ag- o

waist wa only twenty inches, and
sometimes not over fifteen. Girls of
twenty or twenty- two will now aver-
age waists of twenty-thre- e inches at
least. If they are five feet seven or
eight inches tall they will have twenty- -
five or twentv-si- inch waists. Physical
exercise has been a wholesome fashion.

Old Homestead.
A Worthy Object.

During the annual exhibition of sew-
ing machines and cycles at the Royal
Aquarium, London, in March and April
next Mr. McWilliaras will bring for-
ward his scheme for the establishment
of sewing machine work rooms in poor
districts throughout tho kingdom,
whereby needy and Industrious women
will be enabled to have the daily use
of a machine, and arrangements are be-

ing made for the supply of work from
wholesale house.

WOMAN'S WORLD.

TitERK aro 20,000 women in the
United Kingdom who earn their living
by nursing.

Miss L. R. Cookk, an English woman
holding several medical diplomas, will
have charge of the hospital and dis-
pensary for women and children to be
opened at Seoul, Corea.

Mns. Lynda A. Dent is the first
woman to be admitted to the bar in
Florida. The code of ethics excluding
women from the profession was almost
an ironclad one, but she not only made
a dent in it but went in with it

Db. Kate Mitchell, the English
temperance worker, thinks the women
of England will soon be granted the
right of suffrage. The Woman's Lib-

eral society, with Mrs. Gladstone at its
head, has 100,000 members, and the
Primrose league is still larger.

Mllk. Saint-Omk- r, a French lady, 04
years of age, is to join the ranks of the
lady explorers, and will make a tour
round the world, following a course
south of and parallel with the equator.
Her purpose is to collect dates regard-
ing the life of women and the training
of children in the different countries
for the geographical society of Paris.
She takes no luggage with her, and ex-

pects to extend her travels over a
period of three years. She has already
made a voyage round the world, paying
ber own expenses,

to women would be traced by the uni-

formly elevating character of their or-

ganizations.
one

In the astoundingly short to
space of two-scor- e years, after cen-

turies of conventional and enforced in-

activity, woman has sprung into nn or-

ganized sisterhood for the dissemina-
tion and establishment of throngs of
new ideas all her own, purposing her
own good and that of the race. So, in

like span of time, has the van of do-

mestic,
a

social and civic progress zig-

zagged from tho point of no organisa-
tion, public spirit or intelligence
among women, to the higher cxtremo
of multiplied and almost redundant
organizations of the feminine mold, de-

claring to tho world first of all that it
is. women who project and effect their
aims.

"Through these societies reforms
which hitherto have been espoused, or
at anv rato championed, by all man
kind, have been relegated to one sex.
What previous or other endeavor to re
strict the manufacture and sale of liq-

uors, to instruct youth in scientific to
temperance principles, and to redeem it
those already in tho toils of the rum de
mon compares with that of tho Wom
an s. Christian Temperance t nion
How much does the Christian Church
do for homo and foreign missions out
side the Woman's Mission bauds? Has
anyono ever heard of a male society to
secure female sulTrnge? In such man
ner the purposes of women's societies
might be examined throughout show
ing that whore she has eutered a field
of unselfish effort, it has speedily been
abandoned to her.

Indeed, so unmistakably do the wom
en of y gravitate toward organiza
tion, for culture of every kind, a fam
ous Boston divine prophesies that an
other score of years will see culture and
mental breadth preponderate on the
feminine side. Is the present condition
as described tending toward that re
sult? Is that result desirable? "Yes,"
to the first question, "no," should re-

spond to the second. There may bo
blame attached to women in this score,
but there is also extenuation. When a
spirited horse in a tandem team, hav
ing the rear position and as much work
as the head, finds itself placed abreast,
is it to be punished for prancing ahead
a pace or two to experience the feel-
ings of even a slight reversal.of condi-

tions? A wise hand will give the rein
for a time. .

"The question as it relates at present
to women's societies, is, whether it is
not the part of prudence and long-sighte- d

wisdom for tho eager, unchecked
spirit of lately recognized women to
pauso'a moment with a view to enlist-
ing tho assistance of the other able half
of humnnity in her scheme of amelior-
ation? Usurpation by her of Buch ef
forts would mean calamity to her. How
many thousands of women through
tho land already represent their hus-

bands at church? How many thou
sands of men are content solely to foot
bills, referring all questions outside of
party politics to their wives, who, they
say, .'have views on such subjects?'
Nevertheless, the of this
important masculine half of creation is
indispensable to the accomplishment of
any reform-propose- d by women, how
ever badly needed.
' "Women's societies for the advance-
met of woman, as well as of common
good, can not become effective until
they become common in gender. The
solution of many questions is a burden
now resting upon numerous women's
organizations. Burdens, when once
shouldered by willing hands are allow
ed to remain where taken up, conse
quently it is a demonstrable fact that
the assnniption of reforms and mis
sions by the rapidly uniting-woma-

hood of the land will result if main
tained, in their being left to carry them
nlone, rendering highest success impos
sible; in other words, will result in a
monopoly Of a product for which there
is no progressive movements? Such an
idea is as impossible to consider at this
stage of devslopmcnt as it is unneces-
sary. The burden is precious, the car
rier a willinir one, but thero should be
two." Margaret W. Aoble, in Chatau

'quan.

YOUR SIGNATURE.

Women Slionld fie Careful aa to Where
anil How They Write.

Business people, and especially worn
;n, are too careless in this matter of
signatures. " I never notice any one
singing a name to a document that I do
not think of poor Rip Van W inkle.
There was some sort of an agi eemont
for him to sign. It was read to him
half a dozen times very slowly, Rip
asking many questions B3 to the valid
ity of such and such a thing. At last
ho concluded he was ready. He dipped
the quill pen in the ink with a sort of a
6ledge-hamin- movement, put his nose
down close to the paper, and, with one
hand under the table, to steady it as
ho said, and one heel in the air, the job
was accomplished. He drew a sigh of
relief, and an expression of intense
satisfaction settled on his face. "Some
one ventured to say that ho had made
much o over a very little matter.
"Ah," said he, "Rip is powerful 'ticku-la-r

what ho puts his cross-mar- k to."
Would that his example was more gen
erally followed! People are constantly
getting themselves into trouble just on
account of carelessness in this respect
I know of a farmer who had a hundred
smutters shipped to him. (A, srautter
is a machine for cleaning wheat.)
When the notice was tent to him that
the machines were at the freight office,
he could not believe his own eyes. He
remembered that a few weeks before,
he had signed, as he believed, a recom-
mendation for the machine, but the
tricky agent made of it an order in-

stead. A lawsuit resulted, but the
farmer lost his caso for there was his
name, "in black and white." signed to
a very clearly defined order for one
hundred machines. The laws, at that
time, were not so strict against cheat-
ing and swindling as they are now;

J r
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laYgcrthan that of thc"Bun, from which
it follows that tho diameter of Sirius is
about eighteen times that of tho sun,
and its volume about 2,200 times great-
er! Prof. Garrett P. Sorviss, referring
to Sirius in a recent magazine article,
6ays: ''According to recent estimates
Sirius, while .shining with perhaps
seventy times tho light of our sun, is
only between two and three times as
massive, so that tho Intensity of Its
radiation Is enormously greater than
tho sun's. Planets situated as close to
Sirius as the earth and the other tuner
planets of our system arc to the sua
would be unablo to endure, so far as
their g functions are con-
cerned, tho gush of heat and blaze of
light poured upon ' them unless, In-

deed, the organization of living beings
there were entirely different from that
prevailing here. We Bhould then ex
pect sucli stars as Sirius, if they are
the centers of the planetary systems
at all, to be surrounded by globes re
volving at comparatively great dis-
tances and in long periods of time."

Tho mind utterly fails to compre
hend tho immeasurable distance which
separates our earth from this immense
orb. Light, which travels with tho al-

most inconceivable velocity of 1S0.000
miles per second, requires twenty-tw- o

years to traverse tho distance between
Sirius and our earth. We may justly
consider this brilliant sun as the center
of a system of revolving worlds, nnd
imagine them as being inhabited by
creatures far more advanced in intel-
lectual development than ourselves.
But we are at a loss to conceive of the
vast scale ou which the system of such
an immense sun must necessarily be
constructed; and when, in addition to
tho startling facts already mentioned,
we consider tho recent discovery that
Sirius, with its cntirs family of planets
and comets, Is rushing through space
with enormous ' velocity, tho mind is
bewildered in contemplating the won
ders of this stupendous orb. By means
of the spectroscope, Prof. Iluggins, the
eminent English astronomer, has
found that Sirius is receding from our
earth at tho rate of twenty-si- x miles
per second; and yet, even with this al-

most incredible velocity tho passage of
a thousand years will make no per
ccptible diircrence in tho appearance
of this brilliant star, so immense is the
distance which separates it from our
earth.

Ono of the most interesting results
of the observations directed . to this
wonderful star was the discovery that
it is attended by a companion or
satellite, the existence of which had
long been suspected by astronomers,
and which was ' finally detected by
mero accident Tho presence of this
object had been revealed by the effect
of its attraction upon Sirius, tho mo-
tion of which varied in such a way as
to Indicate a powerful disturbing influ'
ence in its vicinity. The famous Ger
man astronomer, Bessel, nearly
fifty years ago expressed his beliei
that ' the periodical variations in the
motion; of Sirius were produced
by the attraction of an invisible
companion, revolving around tho im
raerise Orb. Several "astronomers had
calculated the orbit of the attracting
body, and its direction from Sirius at
various times, and, though it was dill
gently searched ior. It continued to
elude detection, even by means of the
most powerful telescopes. But in Feb-
ruary, 1861 tho. eighteen and One-ha- lf

inch telescope which was being con
structed for the Chicago observatory
by the ' lato Alvan Clark, the famous
optician, was pointed to Sirius as a test
of Its power, when the disturbing
compauion came suddenly into view,
at a distance of about ten seconds from
the large star, and exactly in the dirco
tion which had been predicted for that
time.

we una, men, , tnat .sinus is a
"double star," the two components be
ing physically connected, and forming
what is known as a "binary system,"
the smaller star revolving around tho
larger, or. both around their common
center of gravity. Owing to certain
irregularities in the motion of the
smaller ,. star, which cannot be ex
plained, some astronomers are of the
opinion that Sinus has another dis
turbing companion, the existence of
which is indicated by its attraction
only, and which may eventually be dis-
covered. -

In conclusion, we reproduce the in-

teresting remarks of 'Prof Daniel
Kirk wood, regarding Sirius and its
companion, published in Applcton's
Annual Cyclopedia for tho year 1876:

"From the discussion of the observa
tions of tho companion of Sirius, Dr.
Auwers has found the period of revo-

lution to be 49 years 140 ' days; the
semi-axi- s of tho orbit thirty-seve- n

times tho distance of the earth from
the sun, and the eccentricity 0.6148

somewhat greater than that of Faye's
comet The mass of the companion is
half that of the principal star, or more
exactly, the mass of Sirius is 13.70, and
that of the telescopic star 0.71, tho mass
of the sua being unity. As the light
of Sirins, according to Sir John Her-sche- l,

is 824 times that of an average
star of tho sixth magnitude, and as the
satellite discovered by Clark is of the
ninth or tenth magnitade, the light of
the latter must bo much less than

part of that received from the
principal star. The facts seem to indi
cate a remarkable difference between
the physical constitution of Sirius and
its satellite" Arthur K. Bartlctt, in
Chicago Inter Ocean. ,..'.

Office Boy (to Employer) "I've
trot a complaint to make, sir." Em--

ployer-"V- ell, what it?" Office Bo- y-

"The cashier kicked me, sir. I don"
want no cashier to kick me." Em

ployer "Of course he kicked you. You

don't expect me to attend to every
t

thing, do you? I can't look after all tho
little details of toe uusuusss myseu.

on the ground that ho wished to be-- ;
come perfectly familiar with the duties
of a captain, which latter rank he has a
now held lor three years. ,

The late duke of Devonshire used
to drive Leigh Hunt about --in his car-
riage nnd was a warm friend of Dick-
ens. The present duke, who for forty-eigh- t

years was marquis of Hurtington,
has not his father's literary tastes, but
brings back to the family name tho
fine old political relish which it had in
the'days when a duchess of Devonshire
went kissing for votes. k

- William' E. MacMastr's cjlebmted
portrait of James Buchanan, which was
painted at Wheatland in 1856, hns been
sold by Mrs. MacMaster to tho presi
dent's brother, Dr. E. Y. Buchanan, of
Philadelphia. The purchaser Is the only
surviving member of the family, and is
now more than eighty years old. He
was formerly rector of St. David's
church, and retired in 1883.

"Becky" Jones, Who spent forty-fiv- e

weeks In jail to prove thnt a woman
can hold her tongue if she wants to,
nnd whose silence as a witness in the
llainmcrsly will case helped to carry
the life interest in the great estate to
the present duchess of Marlborough,
says "the duchess never gave me as
much as I could hoW in my thumb
nail." Miss Becky was a martyr to
principle alone. ,

Mr. Hall Caine, the English novel
ist, is eccentric. . Of his book, "The
Scapegoat," a correspondent says: "I
happen to know that it was written al-

most entirely during sleepless nights,
or rather mornings of the summer, be-

tween the ' hours of from 2 to 8 a. m.
and 0 and 7 a: m.,' while the day was
dawning, the sun rising, nnd more than
half tho world lay asleep. ' Indeed, I
wish I could quote an unpublished poem
written after tho work was done de
scribing this experience in the manner
of certain of Victor Hugo's lyrics."

--Senator Stanford is said to have a
theory that magnetism may bo de-

veloped not only in the human species,
but in horses, and has. made some ex
periments to that effect. Hciscredited
with having said to one of his friends:

In short my secret is this: "I culti
vate the horse's' magnetism and intelli-
gence; I let him know I want his ut-

most, but I lot him understand I will
not press him too far; then he trusts me
and does his best. They know me as,
children would, and manifest, attaclv
inentfor mo. I have found that if you
press a horse too far for an instant you
may be weeks getting buck where you
were. From the colt days they lenow x

am studying to help them, not to hurt
them.",,

i. HUMOROUS.

-- "Carber Is stUl'ln trouble. His
lawyer now makes serious charges
against him.'' "I thought he won his
case."., bo uc urn, and mats what Ins
lawyer is charging him for." Lowell
Citizen.

Pago Boy (to Jennies) "Where
shall I put thish er dish of aminonds?"
Jeamos, (with dignity m surprised,
Harthur, that at your hage you aven't
learn't 'ow to pronounce the r in liar
rnondsl" Punch.

Couldn't See the Raise. Wife
'Dear, our landlord snys he is going to

raise the rent" Husband "Then wo
must move." Wife "Why?" Husband

"Because I can't raise the rent."
Becoming Afraid.--Upcree- k "Why

do they keep bank cashiers in wire
cages? They hain't Bleared on 'em, be
they?" William Ann "Depositors have
been bitten so often that they aro be
ginning to be." N. Y. Herald.

Forethought Wife "Here is n
little bill for a dress I ordered the
other day." Husband "What! Why,
you told me you wouldn't need any
more dresses for a month, Wife "I
told you that just after I had ordered
this one." Cloak Review.

iTwo of aKjnd.A lady, who was
shopping stepped up to a merchant and
inquired: "What does that sign in your
window mean? 'Goods sold at a sweep-
ing reduction."' "It means, madam,
that customers are expected to raise the
dust" was the suave reply. Detroit
Free Press.

Jack Hardup (with unwonted en-

thusiasm) "By jove! I see that some
fellow is talking about introducing a
bill into the house making it a misde-
meanor to send annoying letters to
anyone. Very clever idea that. I'll
have my tailor locked up for six months,
by jove!" Tit-Bit- s. j -

Old Friend "How did you nnd
your wifo como to remarry nfter so
many years of separation?" Jimson
"Well, you see, in the cross suits for
divorce, she made me out so bad, and I
mado her out so bad, that there
wouldn't anybody else have either of
us." Brooklyn Life.

Richard Redgrave, artist records in
his diary this amusing recommendation
from an Irishman appointed to examine
students competing for medals: "I
should also recommend Margaret
for a reward. Being very young, she
naturally missed the point of all the
questions in the papers, but her an-

swers were so lady-lik- e that I think
the medal should by given to her."

Tramps "Here, I've done it Fork
over my pay." Druggist "Done what?
I am not aware that I hired you to do
anything." Tramp "Well now, if that
aint what I call coot There you have
a card in the window which Tcads 'look
at all these things for twenty-fiv- e cents
each,' aid when a man has done it, and
earned about two hundred and fifty dol-
lars, you refuse to pay. Dishonesty it
always a poor policy, sir, and you'd bel
ter wback up."

THE KING OF SUNS.

Wonderful Facts Regarding Blriua,
,tho Doar Star.

A Mighty Giant Among Suns, Compared
. With Which Our Own Sink Into

Inaiffiiiflcauce-T- he Brighten
Star In tho Heavens.

In the entire firmament, embracing
both hemispheres, there are about six
thousand stars visible to the united eye,
and among this immense number, one
in particular, owiii;,- - to'its remarkable
brilliancy nnd superior magnitude,
must havo attracted the attention of
all persons who enjoy an occasional
survey of tho heavens in tho winter
season. From time immemorial this
star has been observed with tho great-
est solicitude by pouts, divines nnd
philosophers, and is known to astrono-
mers by the name of Sirius the famous
"dog star" of tho ancients. '

There is no other star in tho heavens
that1 has been more universally ob-

served, nnd around which thero clus-
ter so many ancient associations and
superstitions, or has received more at-
tention from astronomers in all apes of
the world. Whoever has looked upon
this beautiful star, located in tho
brightest region of the heavens, and

" seen it glowing and scintillating on a
clear and frosty night in winter, must
have beheld with awe and admiration
its indescribable splendor; and ono
need not be an astronomer to admire
its radiant glory, or to conclude that
this charming orb possesses character-
ises distinguishing it from any other
star in tho firmament, even those of

.the first magnitude, with which it is
classed by astronomers.

It is true that "ono star differeth
from another star in glory." and among
the 50,000,000 stars revealed by the
great telescopes of the present day, tho
most surpassing glory unquestionably
surrounds tho peerless -- "dog - star,''
which has been a prominent celestial
object from tho earliest ages, and has
played a somewhat important part in
the history of mankind.

Sirius belongs to the littlo constella-
tion, Canis Major,, a group of thirty-on- e

stars situated just south and cast
of Orion, and almost universally known
from " the unrivaled' brilliancy t of "its
leading orb, bit which otherwise pos--;
scsses no noteworthy attraction..

When observed through a large te'e- -

scope, Sirius presents a charming ap-
pearance and shines with a brilliancy
that is startling to the beholder. Tho
light of this star is so Strong that, when ,

the glorious orb is entering the field pi I

a powerful telescope, its approach is
announced by a bright dawn, like that
which precedes the rising sun; nnd

..when tho star itself enters the field of
vision it shines ' with a dazzling splen-- .
dor, and its brilliancy is so great as to
require a Colored glass ' to' protect the
eye. Sirius is not only the. brightest
star in the heavens, but is more than
three times brighter than an ordinary

o star, and is believed to
be 600 tiroes as bright as a star of tho
sixth magnitude the faintest visible to
the naked eye. Tho author of a recent
work on astronomy says: "Everybody
has beard of Sirius, or tho dog star,
and everybody must have seen it flash-

ing and scintillating so splendidly in
tho winter heavens, that to call it a

star does it injustice,
since no other star of that magnitudo
is at all comparable with it Sirius, in
fact, stands in a class by itself as tho
brightest star in the sky. Its light is
white, with a shade of green, which re-

quires close watching to bo detected.
When it is near tho horizon, or when
the atmosphere is very unsteady, Sirius
flashes prismatic colors like a great
diamond, and your eyes will bo fairly
dazzled when you turn your glass upon
this splendid star."

It is believed that ' remarkable
changes have taken placo in the color
of Sirius since it was first observed by
astronomers. Whether or not this is

tho case, it is now a well established
fact that the stars change their color,

and many instances of the kind havo
been noticed in various parts of tho
heavens. Sirius was described by tho
ancients as a fiery red star. Many

years ago it was said to be pure white,
but it is now becoming of a decided

green color, as a careful observer will
readily perceive when this star is visi-

ble on a clear winter evening. Yet,

many eminent astronomers dc not be-

lieve that Sirius has changed in color,

and a recent writer on the subject says:
"The question has been much discussed
as to whether Sirius was formerly a
red star. It is described as red by sev-

eral ancient authors, but it seems to be
pretty well established that these de-

scriptions are most of them due to a

blunder made by Cicero in his transla-
tion of tho astronomical poem of

Aratus. It is not Impossible, though

it is highly improbable, that Sirius has
changed color." J

Owing to the remarkable size ana

brilliancy of Sirius; it was once natur-- n

as the nearest of the
stars, but Its distance is in reality so

.7 ..! .
, n,r been satisfacto- -

itaab uitu ' ....
n riotirmined. 'lne moil rciisuw

iuvUoi itiqs, hpwiver, assign to Sirius a

A


